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'Abd-el-Mahsin. He informs me that Telal has sent me his
two sons Bedr and Bander that I may examine their state of
health, and see if they require doctoring. This is in truth a little
stroke of policy on Trial's part, who knows equally with myself
that the boys are perfectly well and want nothing at all. But
he wishes to give us a mark of his confidence, and at the same
time to help us in establishing our medical reputation in the
town; for though by no means himself persuaded of the reality
of our doctoral title, he understands the expediency of saving
appearances before the public.

Well, the children arc passed in review with all the seriousness
due to a case of heart-complaint or brain-fever, while at a wink
from me, Barakat prepares in the kitchen a draught of cinnamon
water, which with sugar, named medicine for the occasion,
pleases the young heirs of royalty and keeps up the farce;
'Abd-el-Mahsin expatiating all the time to the bystanders on
the wonderful skill with which I have at once discovered the
ailments and their cure, and the small boys thinking that if this
be medicine, they will do their best to be ill for it every day.

'Abd-el-Mahsin now commits them to the negro, who, however,
before taking them back to the palace, has his own story to tell
of some personal ache, for which I prescribe without stipulating
for payment, since he belongs to the palace, where it is import-
ant to have the greatest number of friends possible, even on the
back-stairs. But 'Abd-el-Mahsin remains, reading, chatting,
quoting poetry, and talking history, recent events, natural
philosophy, or medicine, as the case may be.

Let us now see some of the other patients, The gold-hiltcd
swordsman has naturally a special claim on our attention.
It is the son of Rosheyd, TelaTs maternal uncle. His palace
stands on the other side of the way, exactly opposite to our
house; and I will say nothing more of him for the present,
intending to pay him afterwards a special visit, and thus become
more thoroughly acquainted with the whole family.

Next let us take notice of those two townsmen who arc
conversing, or rather "chaffing,'* together. Though both in
plain apparel; and much alike in stature and features, there
is yet much about them to distinguish the two; one has a
civilian look, the other a military. He of the wand is no less
a personage than Mohammed-el-Katlee, chief justice of ITii'yel,